
The judges declared this photo by Dan Naber as ìBest in Showî in the
photo segment of the Antarctic Sun Photo, Poetry and Prose Festival. It
was submitted in the Other category. Naber took this shot of the
Laurence M. Gould at Palmer Station with Ilford black and white100
speed film in March 2001, and developed and printed it at the station
during the winter.

"It was early in the winter and the rocks next to the shore had a nice
coating of ice after some windy weather. It made for a great effect,"
Naber said.

Other winning photos and writing starts on page 6, or go to
www.polar.org/antsun to see more photos from the contest in color.

Some of the authors will also be reading their work at Spoken Word
Night Friday in the McMurdo Library, where color copies of the photos
will be on display.
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- Visitor stuck at the South Pole
bargaining for a flight home

Photo by Dan Naber, Palmer Station

By Kristan Hutchison
Sun staff

The scene at the Automatic Geophysical Observatory
is straight from Laura Ingalls Wilder, as translated by
aliens.

An orange box of a cabin sits alone on a sweeping
snow prairie. At odd angles from it is a matrix of posts and
wires, like a clothesline waiting for washday. And in the
field on the other side, someone pulls a small plow back
and forth all day long behind a snow machine.

Scott Freeman, part of the team maintaining the AGO
sites, even calls himself a snow farmer, for all the hours
and days he's spent towing the groomer.

"You're just out in this flat, white plain with lots of time
to think," Freeman said. "There's very little evidence of the
hand of humans."

Humans are hardly ever at the six AGOs scattered
across the most remote regions of Antarctica. Teams of
three to four people visit each AGO for a few weeks to do

Little AGO on
the big plateau

By Mark Sabbatini
Sun staff

The new South Pole station isn't finished yet, but it's
already history.

A time capsule intended to be opened January 2050 - a
few years beyond the station's expected life span - was
placed in one of the building's support beams Friday. The
wooden box contains literature about the South Pole and
U.S. Antarctic Program, a poster of the new station signed
by Pole employees and other items designed to capture
life in 2002.

Time capsule celebrates
new South Pole station 

See AGO on page 10

See Time on page 6

Photo, Poetry and Prose Festival
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Officials originally hoped to place the time capsule in 2000 or

2001 to coincide with the new millennium, but the length of the

planning process prevented that, said Jerry Marty, the National

Science Foundation representative at Amundsen-Scott South Pole

Station.

"There was a lot of debate about what to put in it," he said.

This is the South Pole's second official time capsule. The first

was placed on New Year's Day 1957 by the construction crew that

built and occupied the first South Pole station. The capsule was a

cylinder from a Caterpillar tractor donated by the city of Peoria, Ill.,

which contained a newspaper and other materials from the time.

The capsule was supposed to be opened in the year 2000, but Marty

said records are sketchy and many of those who helped bury it are

deceased.

ìWe don't know where it is," he said.

Marty said he is unsure of all the steps that will be taken to

ensure the time capsule's recovery. But he said he hopes media

accounts about the capsule, a plaque describing it that will be placed

in the new station and the memory of current employees who want

to return for its opening will be sufficient.

"One may have to dig for it, but it will be a confirmed location,"

he said.

The capsule - which is only somewhat bigger than a breadbox -

was built by Gary Rochford, a carpenter from Seattle who is work-

ing his third season in Antarctica. He said some hardwood arrived

in a shipment earlier this season "so I just pulled out some red oak

and fashioned a box."

"I felt quite privileged to work on it," he said. "It was just a neat

shop project. They don't come along that often."

There was some debate among officials about the size of the cap-

sule due to questions such as how much would be placed in the cap-

sule and whether items such as posters would be rolled or folded,

said Katy Jensen, the South Pole station's area manager. She said

they eventually decided to go with a smaller design.

"We wanted to limit the amount of stuff we put into it," she said.

Among the items in the capsule:

● A poster of the new station signed by Pole employees.

● A copy of this year's Science Planning Summary, which pro-

vides details about all of the U.S. research bases and ships, plus

descriptions of every science project occurring this year and who is

participating in the research.

● A patch from the past winter showing what part of the station

was being worked on at that time. Also included is a second patch

given to all employees from the past winter and others who helped

with the high-profile evacuation of Dr. Ron Shemenski. Jensen said

only 100 of the patches were made.

● A baseball cap with a Facilities, Engineering, Maintenance and

Construction acronym (FEMC). The design was selected over a

more generic Antarctic or South Pole theme because "those are the

folks who built the station," Jensen said.

● A copy of the station guide for the current season, which pro-

vides extensive details about the station's facilities and employee

policies. Jensen said amusing historical details can be found by

going back only 17 years to the 1985 guide, which bragged about

the station's two computers (for scientists only) and the ability to

send teletype messages.

● An issue of National Geographic from 1957 that focused on

the establishment of a permanent base at the South Pole. The issue

included the final article by Antarctic explorer Richard E. Byrd,

who made the first flight over the Pole, and another article by Paul

Siple, who established the station and was its first scientific leader.

Employees at the station had plenty of other ideas about what

could be included.

"You could freeze-dry some of the meals and you could have lit-

tle descriptions of what we ate because pretty soon (this galley) will

be gone," said Mike Toomey, a first-year dining attendant from

Colorado Springs, Colo.

Rochford, the capsule's builder, said "I think for sure a photo

CD. They issue one to us at the end of every season." But, he added,

in 50 years the technology to read the disc of photos from the sta-

tion might not exist any longer.

Some said reminders of the ironies and difficulties of life at the

Pole needed to be included.

"Flight schedules with crosses through all the ones canceled just

to remind ourselves how slow it was back then," said Tony

Travouillon, a scientist from Sydney who is spending his first sea-

son on the Ice.

Among the other suggestions

from employees were pay stubs, a

vial of air from the clean air sector

(an area so pure that even people

are banned as a possible pollutant)

and a piece of the South Pole dome,

which will be dismantled when the

new station is complete.

Jensen is encouraging employ-

ees to return in year 2050 for the

opening of the time capsule and a

number of workers interviewed

said they'd be interested.

"It would be great to see how

this place has changed in 50 years,"

said Craig Isenberg, a first-year

communications operator from

Yosemite, Calif. "Also, it'd be nice

to still be alive then."
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Officials at the South Pole,
above, place a time capsule into
a protective case during a cere-
mony Friday. The capsule, at
left, contains documents about
the new Pole station being con-
structed and other mementos
from the U.S. Antarctic Program.

Photo by Mark Sabbatini/The Antarctic Sun

Answer to puzzle from page 2


