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Photo br the aLlhot

Frc. 2. \iiev soulh from Blizzard Canrp on Palnrer Land
Platea , elevation 7,100 feet. lrlain Southcrn Part1,
desccnded gJacier at left to an elevation of 4,800 fcct,
sledging south.

ingly smooth route ahea(l of us, rle vere satisfied
to relcase Nlusselman, Healy, and Dl,cr. Thc
lattcr person was desigrated as Ieader o[ the
party returning to East Base, Thcy rvere givetr
supplies for 21 days n.ran food, 18 days dog foocl,
and a suf6cient amount of l<erosenc. Supplies
had also becn placed in cachcs, sottth of Wordie
Cache, for their return to base. Five dogs n'erc
shot at this plateau camp, as planned.

On November 21, at 9:00 P.M., sledges \\'erc
rcloadecl ancl, rvith the aicl of thc supporting
party, we clescenclecl thc glacier to 5,100 feet.
The weather was most perfect, ancl we hacl a
beautiful panoramic vicw ahead of us. With thc
aid of thc sLlpporting partJ', we rvere able to
start off afresh with 15 clogs and supplies to sta)i
in the fielcl for 74 clal's. Gooc[-b1'es rverc said,
then with oLrr two tcanrs, we movcd quickl)/
down the glacicr to thc valle-v l unning north and
south, ancl the three ligurcs standing waving got
sn.raller until thcy linall-v <lisappearecl. Ekluncl
a[d the author \:\rcrc norll left to carry out alone
the prograu of exploring sottth ancl rvcst of
Alcx:urcler Land, and to detemrirlc the conti-
rucntal coast line.

In thc days up to Decelrbcr' 3, the tempera-
ture stayed fron 25" down to 8o F., antl slcdging
was good on the hard surfacc in the Iong valley
with high lnountains on both sides. By obtain-
ing fixes we were able to clctermine deEnitely the
location of the various mountains, wliich had
appcared in pictures taken ovcr this area during
the flight of November 12. Terrain lvhich from
the air at an clevation of 9,000 feet appearcd
srnooth and lewel changcd its aspect whcn a}r-

proached from thc sulface. A nlere slla(low
from an airplane may mcan ascending or de-
scencling 1,000 fcct on thc ground Our intcn-
tion \\,as to stay at our prescnt elevation o[ 5'000
fect and travel straight south, past the Seward
N'lountains, tltcn to go westlvar c[ A ftrll delinea-
tion of thc coastline lrorn the point rT'hcre
Rl mill's Southcm Pait)' lcft off coukl thcrebl
bc obtainctl. Hou,evcr, as directc(l froul thc
base, via radio, rve r:hangcrl our cotlrsc an(l
hcadc<l for a cachc lai(l (lo\\'n 1)l'airplarlc at thc
Battcrbcc Nlountains.'fhis ntistrntlcrstanclirtg
c.ruscd us solnc delalr, rur(l vc both fclt (lishcart-
cnccl ancl (liscouragcd to clcsce[cl to liing Gcorge
VI Souncl. Through mountain passes, and ovcr
clargerous crevassc-fillecl glaciers, out bcst
efforts $,'er e cxcrtecl. Our loatls u'ere hcawl' as

we carried all the neeclccl supplies il orclcr to

season. Undcr ro circtllrstallccs rvoulcl rvc stay
out longcr than to Fcbruarl' 1, 1941, so thc
IJatterbce Cachc Nas of no valttc to us, exccpt
in case of arl cmcrgc[c)r. A 12-inch snou'fall
cluring the night causccl the slccls ancl clogs to
sink in. Thc clistanccs covcrccl were short, all of
which acklccl to thc dilhcultics encountcred in this
area. \\ihilc ue:rring thc soun<l on a long and
srnooth glacicr, rvc coulcl sec large piles of rocks
covering the lowcr part autl cven somc scattered
rocks for milcs out ou thc sound ice.

On thc t'norning o[ Deccmbcr 3, l'e rcaclill'
locatcd the gencral .rrea of Battcrbcc Cache, ancl
with 6eltl glasscs sl)ottcd thc largc barrboo pole
rvith thc orangc colorecl rnarker. Thc lixecl posi-
tion of this cache was ?1"45' S. latitude, 67"50'
\\r. longituclc. Photographic circles rvith bcar'
ings to thc nost prominent pcalis on thc cast and
'wcst siclc of the sound u,erc completecl b) the
aftcrnoon of Dccembcr 4. Aftcr rcloading our

Pholo br the anllbt

FIG. 3. Looking easlu'ard from a camp on-thc Palmcr
Land Plateau south o[ \\rordic Shelf Ice.

High mou
eleva

Frc.4.
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it. No one could cvcr hope to find a bettcr trail
partner. His scientifrc findings in the nervly dis-
covcred area uncloubtcclly rvill prove of great
value to the scientific world.

N'[EMoRANDUU
'L,irrg 67' 03' \VN,,r'enrber 21, 1940 t\',l.ar. 70"- lo.1' 5.

Frorn: N'[r. Finn Ronnc
'l-o: NIr. J. Glenn D),cr, Survc)or, East Base,

U.S.A,S.
SutslECr': lleturn of Supporting ParLy to East Base.

1. You are hereby designated as leader of Sup

man, radio operator, and Joc Healy, dog driver, rvill
return with you.

RONNE

2. Before starting back to East Base you
slcdge eastTvard in thc directiorr of the
Range for the purpose of survcying, etc. You
supplied lith sumcient amount of man food,
food alld kerosene to last you for flot more
twenty-onc (21) days. Eleven dog teatnvill
supplies for three rncn. You have been trade f
iar rvith supplies placed in caches from here
Wordie Shelf Ice Cache from u'Jrich you t'ill
only rvhat \vas previonsly agreed upon.

3. You havc been provided with pictures
instructiorls fiom R. B. Black, Leader, East
U.S.A.S., as to lhe route Lo be ttsed fronr W
Shelf Ice Cache Lo East Base

4. Best of luck to all of you.

FINN RoNNE
Chiel of

Charge of Trail
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