the: supplies shortage
an inventory mistake that

antell you {is that we all fear for
QU lives at the moment " says a note from
" one of the team.

" Food $ent to. several overnight huts on
..Marion Island-has been returned to the main
~‘baseat Transvaal Cove in the northeast of the
“island “due to the low stock at the base”, the
. -correspondence says. The huts are used by
. researchers conducting field studies.

= source:in direct: contact with the team

--said conflicthetween twomembers had de-
" generated into a physical fight. A frying pan
-was-used in the fracas. One person was in-
“Jured.and: recelved: medi_cal treatment, The
" :alleged -aggressor. then: trashed the victim’s
roomwithanaxe. - s
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e are not kappy with what is going
+said “the source, who questioned the

- .':govémments ‘commitment to ensuring the
“safety of the team.

“When you put ir blood, sweat and tears

S .andyou know how things can be and you see
|- the guys just screwing it up, it really upsets
- ‘us. That’s our home. ] would not go back

ﬁght now.”

-~ Another message from one of the team
details the extent of the food and equipment

:problems: “We are running dangerously low

' on food. We are also now shutting down our
. powet generator in; ‘the day to-minimise its

" “use as we have run out of oil to service it.

|- Two of our three power generators have bro-

~ ken-down with irreparable damage and our

last main generator:is going to break down
soon due to lack of maintenance. . -
““When that happens, we have been. told

to move to our emergency base and go hve
- “there for the next three months.” R

Beaumont denied that there was a.crisis

.on theisland and: said supply shortages were

r_10t uncommon.’ -
~“Teams are there for qu1te a whlle for be-

i
_Base notes ,
. -Marlon Island, 1 769km southeast of
- Part Elizabéth, was incorporated into
-~South Africain 1948, It is 19km long

.and nearly 12km wide, and has an
area of 316km? and a 72km coastline

tween 10} and 12 months. Inevitably you need °
something, or something could break down.

“There IS no critical shortage,” she said,
adding that using the Indian vessel, which
will stop by the iIsland, was more practical
than an expensive air drop.

Environmental Affairs Department direc-
tor-general Nosipho Ngeaba said she was un-
aware of the situation but would investigate.

Department of Science and Technology
spokeswoman Veronica Mohapeloa said she
'was awaiting comment from government of-
ficials.

Several former isianders questioned
whether the government{ was stilt conduct-
ing the necessary psychometric tests to en-
Sure proper team selection.

‘Beaumont said management systems

were in place to ensure additional interven-
. tion if the situation degenerated,
~“There Is quite an extensive training that a
“team go through before they go So that they
are fully prepared.

" “Some people invariably take more strain
than others,” she said, adding that the
Christmas-New Year period often proved
particularly difficult.’ .




